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I always have said that and now would like to repeat –
If someone cuts a healthy tree,
he should think that had cut my arm, my fingers.
A man should build, create. Every person has to plant trees
Water it and care. If someone cuts a healthy tree, he does not only betray its people,
 nation and country, he betrays himself.
 Therefore you should care for each tree and struggle for its protection.

Heydar Aliyev, President of the Republic of Azerbaijan    
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1. Introduction

Our distinguished President Heydar Aliyev who has greatly contributed to accelerated
development of economy in the Republic and improved the social-cultural life of the population,
had spent 32 years of his life for efficient use of the natural resources in Azerbaijan and thus
created precondition for establishment of new environmental conciseness. The fact that during his
power in the Republic from 1969 to 1982 legislative acts on ecology, environmental protection and
efficient use of the natural resources had been ratified evidences about the special attention to the
environment in the Azerbaijan Republic and its significant share in the state policy. Creation of
large water basins during those years, establishment of drainage systems to clean salination of the
soils, planting of more than 5 thousand Ha of verdures in the city of Baku and its suburbs, as well
as 51 thousand Ha new forest lands, 68 thousand Ha of forest plants at the Caspian sands to
strengthen the coastline and prevent erosion of the soils, including establishment of Shirvan,
Ismayilli, Basidchay, Agh Gol State reserves and prohibited areas in order to protect and develop
flora and fauna of our country – this are all again the results of irreplaceable hard work of Mr.
Heydar Aliyev.

Reconstruction of infrastructure, attraction of investments, regulation of social guarantee,
great accomplishments on taxation, monetary lean policy in national economy create conditions for
the substantial development of the ecological policy in the Republic and to hold its specific
position in the International ecological system.
      President’ s decree # 585 issued on May 23 on creation of conditions for the development of
the new structure and its management in ecological sphere, is an indication of great attention and
care shown by respectable President Heydar Aliyev to the mater of world importance.

Ministry of Ecology and Natural Resources of the Azerbaijan Republic started to conduct
survey in new bodies incorporated under the Ministry's new structure, including the forestry
economy with the help of the specialists from the very first day of its activity. The survey findings
show that the dense forests which are displaying soil-protection, water-retaining, air-ventilation,
sanitary-hygienic, social-ecological functions still are lower (11%) than world standards in the
aftermath of the destruction of the first-class forests because of long-term stagnation in the
management of the forest economy. Reserves of valuable trees and bushes (nut, chestnut, alder,
linden, oak, beech, etc.) are endangered types. Major part of the protective and bank hardening
forest areas previously planted along highways and railways, which have national and international
importance along the water reservoirs, already have been perished. As traditionally stubble-fields
are burnt after wheat harvesting every year it causes a lot of fire in the forests and greenery around
the arable land. And it also causes a lot damage to the fauna and flora. Unsystematic use of summer
pastures leads to rapid erosion and destruction of pastures in large areas and perishing of plant
coverage. Forests sharing the same border with alpestrine meadows sustain more damage for
unsystematic utilization as the natural rehabilitation is going on slowly, the highness of forests is
getting lower because of wholesale destruction of the forests. Non-observance of cattle-pasturing
norms in the hillsides, failure to construct special facilities against flood and snow erosion, non-
planting of protecting forest areas, alp and alpestrine meadow greenery caused erosion in the major
parts of mountain slopes and this process is still underway. As a result of it, during last years the
flood in the regions of Great Caucasus, some parts of the soil have been the subject of washout and
erosion. In 1992 the flood happened in the Kish River of Shaki region and as a result of it a great
deal of sediment was deposited in the left bank of the river. Floods washed out 87 thousand cubic
meters of ground from 1 km2 of territory. Such floods have taken place in the rivers of
Balakanchai, Talachai, Kurmukchai, Shinchai, Turyanchai, and other rivers of Great Caucasus
during various years, as well as at within last years.
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Brief
INFORMATION

About Azerbaijan Republic

The Azerbaijan Republic is an independent state and is located on the western shore of the
Caspian Sea and southeast part of the Caucasus, the territory of which covers 86,6 thousand km2.
Republic's southern border is lying along the Araz River, which separates it from Islamic Republic
of Iran and Turkey. It shares the borders with Georgia and Armenia in the West and with Russian
Federation in the North.

Population: Population of Azerbaijan is 8,2 million (in 2000). Men at the age of 16-59
years, women at the age of 16-54 years form 54,2% of able-bodied persons, the youth form 33,5%.
The average age of Azerbaijan population is 29 years old.

Relief:  Territory of Azerbaijan Republic covers Southeast part of the Great
Caucasus, Talysh Mountains and Kur-Araz plain between them and Nakhchivan plain. Several
islands scattered along the West part of the Caspian Sea are included into the territory of the
Republic. The average height in the Republic is 384 meters. Absolute height from 4466 meters
(Bazar duzu peak) goes down to 27 meters in the Caspian Sea. Plains and flats cover more than
39% of the territory. Low and middle mountainous areas (up to 2500m) constitute 39,5%. High
mountains (above 2500m) cover 3,5% of the area. Region is active from seismic point of view.
Earthquakes and floods frequently happen there.

 Climate: Azerbaijan has 9 climatic areas out of 11 climates existing in the world. Closeness
of Republic's territory to the Caspian Sea (lake) and variety of the relief characterize diversity of
climate. These factors define distribution of climate, weather temperature, precipitation and other
elements, create a very noticeable vertical zone. There are several climate types in the Republic,
depending on the highness of sea level of the territory and distance from the Caspian Sea: - dry
subtropical, humid subtropical, mild and cold climates.

Dry subtropical climate– is typical for Kur-Araz plain and the Absheron Peninsula.

Humid subtropical climate- is typical only in the South of the Talysh Mountains – in
foothill territories and Lankaran plain.

Mild climate - is typical in slopes of thereat and Lower Caucasus with forest coverage.
This climate in its turn, is divided to – dry, mild, and cold types.

Cold climate    - the climate prevailing in the top of the Great and Lower Caucasus
mountain. Alp and Alpestrine meadow areas is cold. Average temperature of plains in Azerbaijan-
is 14C° and in high mountainous regions it goes below 0 C°.

        Water reserves:  There are more than 8350 rivers with flowing waters and their total
length is 33665 km. These rivers can be divided into 5 groups: the smallest rivers with less than 25
km of length, small rivers with 26-50 km of length, medium rivers with 51-100 km of length, large
rivers with 101-500 km and the largest rivers with more than 500 km of length. Water
accumulation area of all these rivers covers 85 500 km2 territory. The largest river of the Republic
is the Kur with 1500-km of length, more than 900 km of which is running through the territory of
Azerbaijan. The second large water line is the Araz River, right branch of the Kur. Its length is
1072 km, the field of water capacity is 101937 km2. Hydrological net of the Republic connects a lot
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of lakes (more than 400). Some of them are formed through the industrial and agricultural water
discharges accumulated in the plains (mainly in Absheron Peninsula). Area of water surface of
most lakes is just about 0,1 km2.

Glaciers don’t have significant role in nourishment of the Republic Rivers. One can see
them in the basins of the rivers of Gusarchai, Gudyalchai and Valvalachai. In the territory of the
Republic swamps are prevailing in the Kur-Araz plain, Lankaran and Samur-Davachi flats, the
small swamps are formed through the appearance of soil waters in the surface of the land under the
direct influence of the Caspian Sea. Sometimes leakage from the main irrigation system canals and
increase of soil waters form swamp areas. Soil waters form 25% (about 4 cubic/km) of water
reserves. Soil waters reserves in the Republic are 14068,4 thousand cubic m per day. In comparison
with other countries Azerbaijan holds special position for its subsoil mineral water reserves.

Soil reserves: Soil fund of Azerbaijan Republic is 8,64 million hectares. 4225,2 thousand hectares
or 49,3% of it is arable land and 1460 thousand hectares of that may be ploughed. Besides, the
pasture are constitutes 2200 thousand hectares, whereas hayfields 1230 thousand hectares.
Azerbaijan is amongst the countries with insufficient land capacity. Per capita distribution of the
land areas is only 1,05 hectares whereas ploughed land share constitutes 0,21 hectares. Nowadays
the situation with our Republic lands is very hard. Because of inferior Melioration measures,
destruction of forests and shrubbery, erosion process is intensified and has reached critical
condition. According to the latest information, 42,5% or 3672,8 thousand hectares of Republic’s
territory and also 33,7% of arable areas, 68,1% of summer pastures, 15,2% hayfields, 15,9% of
gardens and 2% of forests are exposed to erosion. The plain of Mil, the South of Mughan, Ganja-
Gazakh and Shaki-Zagatala areas are considerably suffering from erosion caused by irrigation.
Southern slopes of the mountain Murov in the Lower Caucasus, huge tracts in confluence of
southern slopes in the Great Caucasus are greatly exposed to erosion. In Shaki region about 30% of
the territory of summer pastures is exposed to erosion.

Intensive development of erosion processes in large tracts leads to nakedness of mountain
slopes and increasing volume of surface waters which causes damage to the national economy and
even affects formation of the flood which is resulted in human death. More than 2 million hectares
of lands in the Republic are exposed to the wind erosion. As these processes are mostly developing
in Absheron Peninsula, it caused serious damage to other territories within different years, too
(Southeast part of Shirvan, Jeyranchol). Another harmful process for Azerbaijan soil is its
salinization. Nowadays, the coverage of the lands exposed to salinization is more than 1,2 Million
hectares.
Main reasons causes of salinization are the followings:

-Non application of rotational sowing system and advanced irrigation technology for irrigation of
plants in the agricultural field

-Worn out of internal irrigation and land reclamation systems due to negligence which previously
belonged to state-farm, collective-farm and agricultural facilities

-Soiled course of major parts of irrigation channel and water loss

4/1 % of the irrigation channels permanently operational in the Republic has artificial covering and
rest of them are crossing through the land. Annual water loss is 2,2-3 billion cubic meters in these
areas. Reduction of water loss twice will result in expansion of irrigation areas up to 50—200
thousand hectares.

Flora: Azerbaijan has a very rich flora.  There are 4500 types of plants in 125 families (totally156
in the Caucasus) and 920 kinds (1286 in Caucasus). 107 trees and 328 bushes belonging to 48
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families and 135 species are growing in the Republic, and this makes 11% of the plant types spread
in the Republic. There are more than 70 endemic types in the dendroflora and they constitute 16%
of the total number of the trees and bushes. 140 types of plants have been included into the
“Azerbaijan Red Book”, 49 of which are trees and bushes. Total area of the forests that constitute
the bases of the flora is 1213,7 thousand hectares that covers 11,4% of the Republic's territory.
Forests are located unequally throughout the territory. 48.8% of the Republic's forests are in the
Great Caucasus, 34,2% in the Lower Caucasus, 14,5% in the Talysh Mountains, 2.5 % in Kur-
Araz plain and 0.5% in Nakhchivan AR. Although the Azerbaijan soil has rich and diverse flora, it
is considered a region with the poor forest. 75-80% of the Kur edged Tugay Forest which plays the
role of shield in the middle of the Republic has already been perished; mountain and mountain
slope forests are in the edge of destruction. Natural reclamation chance of forests is substantially
limited (Illegal cattle herding, forest occupation, anthropogenic impact above the norm) and it
jeopardize the future of irreplaceable green covering of Azerbaijan Republic.

Fauna:- Azerbaijan has rich and diverse animal world. There are 18 thousand of species in the
animal world. The Azerbaijan fauna consists of a great number of relicts, endemic and rare
animals. 14 thousand of them are insects, more than 1100 spiders, more than 600 vertebrates. 14
mammals, 36 birds, 13 reptiles, 5 fishes, 40 insects species as the “Endangered Species” have been
included into the “Red Book" which was recompiled in 1990. The Caspian shore is providing
mammals with the major corridor for migration, winter hut, recreation and habitat. Hydro fauna
and especially some of the fishes belong to the rare species

Exogenous geological processes prevalent in the territory of the Republic

As the territory of Azerbaijan consists of complicated geological-tectonic, geomorphologic
and hidrogeological structures, a series of exogenous geological processes happen in these areas,
which cause serious damages to the various fields of national economy. Among them we can cite
landslides, swamping, flooding, cracks and gaps, desertification and abrasion. Human intervention
to the nature and natural process as a result of scientific-technical progress has also increased the
impact of anthropogenic and industrial factors on them.

The areas affected by the hazardous exogenous geological processes constitute 13%,
including:

• landslides cover 800 km2 (Absheron, Shamakhy-Ismailly, Gakh-Shaki,
Lankaran, Ganja, Gazakh regions);

• flooding covers 700 km2 (Lankaran, Nabran, Kur-Araz);

• salinization covers 650 km2 (Absheron-Gobustan, Kur-Araz);

• swamping 1500 km2 (Absheron, Lankaran, Kur-Araz);

• abrasion covers 150 km2 (Nabran, Astara)

    According to the research findings exogenous-geological processes are divided into 3 groups:

1. those, causing serious risk and requiring urgent measures to be taken;

2. those, causing risks and requiring preventive measures to be taken;
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3. those, forming, but not causing risk yet

Improper utilization of fertile lands, destruction of forests, irregular exploitation of
construction material sources leads to desertification in some parts of the territory.

Landslides which often happen in some parts of Shamakhy-Aghsu-Ismailly, Gusar-Guba,
Yardymly-Lerik, Absheron and Gobustan regions caused the destruction and disconnection of the
communication lines in the rural roads in some parts of these areas.

Mud volcanoes as one of the natural processes prevalent in Kur lowland, Absheron,
Gobustan and Jeyranchol, although some of them have already extincted, and some become
periodically active and still cause danger to the environment.

There are more than 300 mud volcanoes in Azerbaijan.

Forest Coverage and associated problems.

The Azerbaijan Republic belongs to the areas with few forests. As a result of increased
impact of the difficulties of the transition period, military conflicts, and internally displaced
persons and refugees appeared as a consequence of Armenian aggressors armed invasion, the
territory of forests are getting shrinked and its quality is worsening. Forests play exceptional role in
the prevention of washout of areas, hardening of slope and sandy places, flooding and in protection
of the fields from winds and drought. Forests also protect the residential areas from loud noise,
they are natural source of oils and perfume and drugs. It also plays the role of base for food and
folder production for the livestock. Forests also have the sanitary hygienic and healthy, cultural and
esthetic importance.

One of the reasons of the unsatisfactory status of existing natural forests is that the natural
reclamation is not going on at the required level. Global climate changes in the atmosphere, non-
proper protection of the forests increase the rate of pests and diseases, and reduce fertility and
quality of seeds. As a result of it natural reclamation is not going on enough and proportionally.

The areas of the chopped woods first turn onto shrubbery, then grazing place, and finally
turn into useless desert. Such unbearable conditions can mainly be encountered in former collective
farms and state farms forests.

Half of the world forests have been perished during last 50 years. FAO, one of the UN
agencies is seriously dealing with the forest problems. It is the requirement of the day to protect
and restore the existing forests for the reclamation of soil-climate condition of the country along
with the afforestation and increase of the greenery planting. The areas in the forest fund of the
Republic and areas, which are not covered with reforms, have been identified and put on the map
for the afforestation and greenery planting. The lifetime of the program is 5 years.

Protection of existing forests, afforestation, rendering of proper forest services, and
evaluation the volume of services, defining uninterrupted and regular utilization of forest resources,
implementation of forest structuring projects in the forest areas covering more than 800 thousand
hectares are among the most important issues. One of the main issues for designing of forest
structuring projects is the preparation of local personnel, establishment of the training center and
providing it with necessary equipment.

Aim and objectives of the program

The main aim in designing the Project is to rehabilitate forests through planting different types of
trees and plants, to increase quality and productivity of the forests, to increase green covering of
the country through planting new forests and greenery in the new areas. Through the
implementation of the Project we will partially meet requirements of people in some forest
products via growing short term and fast growing trees in the forests, to expand the scope of forest
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protection activity, to retain the arable land, to prevent land erosion, to protect water sources, to
protect the forests from fire and pests and insects.  Planting of new forests will also give an impetus
to the creation of new job opportunities, and to creation of favorable conditions for people to spend
their leisure time there.

Defining and Reclamation of the Plots of Land.

 Schematic plans have been designed and 44700 hectares plots of land  (4500 hectares of land
along the Caspian Sea, 3700 hectares of land along the highway which has international and local
importance, 9800 hectares of land in the valley of the Kur-Araz rivers and along the water
channels, 22700 hectares of land belonging to other categories, and 4000 hectares of land in the
Autonomous Republic of Nakhchivan) have been allocated from forest land fund and from the
plots of land belonging to other categories which have not undergone the land reform  for forest
planting and rehabilitation. It is required to undertake necessary reclamation works in the defined
plots of land undergone to salinization.

Forest Plants Irrigation and Water Supply

In accordance with the project to be implemented in the Lowland regions newly planted
forests and greeneries will be irrigated by the hydro-technical facilities to be built on the water
sources of the Kur-Araz Rivers and artesian wells, which utilize soil water.

Forests plants in the bottom of mountainous regions are deemed to be watered by the
surface soil water sources and by the artificial water reservoirs, which are to be created. Forests
plants in the mountainous regions will mainly be planted without being irrigated.

Planting schemes and types of the trees and bushes

Nakhchivan A.R: Caucasian olive, apricots trees, mulberry trees, ash-trees, gletsia,
poplar trees, Crimes pine trees, juniper trees, Caucasian hackberry
trees, cotinus, Caucasian elm, maklura trees, almond trees,
pomegranate trees, barberry trees, dog rose, haw trees, sloe trees, are
deemed to be planted in accordance with the mixed schemes in the
size of 3x1; 3x 0,75; 2,5 x 1,0; 3x2; 3x1, 5; 3x3; 4x3; 5x5; 6x6; and
10x10 meters.

Flat regions: Eldar pine trees, cypress trees apricots trees, mulberry trees,
Caucasian olive, ash-trees, oak trees, gletsia, Caucasian hackberry
trees, mutica, acacia trees, maklura trees, Eastern cypress trees, dog
rose, haw trees, persimmon trees, innab trees are deemed to be
planted in accordance with the mixed schemes in the size of 3x 1;
3x0, 75; 2,5 x 1, 3x2; 3x1, 5; 3x3; 4x3; 3x2; 5x5; 5x4; 6x6; and
10x10 meters.

Half Flat regions: oak trees, ash-trees, cypress trees, apricots trees, mulberry trees,
linden trees, nut trees, gletsia, acacia trees, maklura trees, Eastern
cypress trees, Eldar pine trees, beech trees, elm Zelkova trees, almond
trees, Caucasian elm, haw trees, innab trees, dog rose trees, cotinus
are deemed to be planted in accordance with the mixed schemes in
the size of 3x0, 75; 3x1; 2,5 x 1, 3x3; 4x3; 3x2; 5x4; 5x5; 6x6; and
10x10 meters.
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Mountainous regions and       Forest plants to be planted in non- irrigation
regions at the bottom             condition by employing  following methods
of the mountain:

- Terrace in the slopes will be opened by a geared tractors and
preparation work will be done there;

-Sites will be dug and additional preparation work will be carried out
there;

-Holes will be dug;

 Oak and nut trees are to be planted in the size of 3x2m scheme in the areas with 12 slanting
degree and which can be ploughed, eastern Cypress trees, linden trees, chess-nut trees, almond
trees, hazel-nut trees, hackberry trees, maple trees, apple trees, ash trees, hornbeam trees, beech
trees are to be planted in the size of 1,5x0, 4, 2x0, 4m, by s3x1, 2,5x1, 2x1, 2,5x0, 75 m schemes in
the holes after bushes be removed from the areas with 1 and 2 square meters which can not be
ploughed, 3x3, 3x2m schemes can be applied to the planting of nut and chess nut trees.

1 square meter of area is to be ploughed to plant oak trees in the foot of mountain with more
than 12 slanting degrees.  Other types of trees either are planted in the foregoing methods or in the
ditches. Planting schemes for other types of trees is in the size of 2x1, 1,5x1, 5 m; and for nut trees
is 3x3 and 3x2.

Thin forests will become dense ones through planting local trees there. Eastern oak birch
trees, Eastern beech trees, Caucasian hornbeams, maple trees, white beam which are specific to
these areas are to be planted in the forest in located the high- hill sides; beech, hornbeams, maple
trees, Georgian oak, belvedere, cypress trees, pine trees, juniper trees belonging to the acicular
leaves trees are to be in the middle mountainous zone, a lot of chest nut trees together with local
types of trees are to be planted in the low areas

Procurement of Seedlings
“ All Union Zonal Forest Seeding” station in the settlement of Khyrdalan is to be

rehabilitated in order to establish seedling fund for implementation of Afforestation Project through
procurement suitable trees and bushes’ seedlings from permanent seedling areas selected in
accordance with their growing environment and condition.

Creation of Nursery Base

It is deemed to rehabilitate Tovuz, Shamkir, Agjabady forest nursery in order to provide the
forests with the seedlings in accordance with the local soil-climate condition, and to create new
nursery economy in the regions of Jalilabad, Shaki and Autonomous Republic of Nakhchivan.

Forest Plants Preservation and Protection

It is important to involve the local executive bodies and public along with the forest employees in
protection and fencing of forest plants as they are to be planted in the areas of forest fund, along the
highways, in the valleys of running waters, near the residential areas, and on the banks of the
artificial water reservoirs. Forest plants will be protected from pets and fire in compliance with the
requirements of Forest Code of the Azerbaijan Republic and relevant regulations.

Afforestation and Forest Rehabilitation Activities
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“Afforestation and Forest Rehabilitation” office will be created to implement Afforestation Project
in accordance with the scope of afforestation activities and the geographical conditions of the
Republic. Firstly, definite tasks, related to the growing of forest plants will be executed under the
instruction of “Afforestation and Forest Rehabilitation” office and then will be transferred to
covered forest fund and afterwards forest seedling will be submitted to the forest economy and the
Office will continue its work in new forest areas.

Financial Recourses

Part of the project which has national strategic importance will be financed from the state budget,
whereas other part of the project related with the area activities will be financed at the account of
the non-budget funds of the Ministry of Ecology and Natural Resources- that is to say by the Forest
Protection and Recreation Fund, State Fund on the Environmental Protection as well as through the
financial resources of foreign investors, grants and other resources.

 Section 1.    Rehabilitation of the Natural Forests

Activity 1.1 Assessment of the Forests Current Status

The available data on the increase of influence on the forests, decrease and worsening of the forest
areas, and as a result deterioration of the forests' density does not reflect the real situation of forest
resources in the country.  The rehabilitation capacity of the natural and artificial forests, their
impact on sustainable regional, national and global development has not been defined in
accordance with the current requirements. In the Forest Rehabilitation Section of the current
Project definite measures are deemed to be taken regarding the survey on forests' current status and
their rehabilitation.

The implementation of the following is anticipated to achieve this goal:

1.1.1. Areas and regions to be surveyed.

• The Great Caucasus –    Balakan 800 ha, Zagatala 700 ha, Gakh 500 ha, Shaki 900 ha,
                                                Oghuz 400 ha, Gabala 700 ha, Ismailly 600 ha, Shamakhy 500 ha,
                                                Davachi 400 ha, Guba 700 ha, Gusar 400 ha, Khachmaz 400 ha,
                                                Absheron 300 ha, Khizi 200 ha, total – 7500 ha

• The Lower Caucasus -    Gadabay 1200 ha, Khanlar 1000 ha, Dashkasan 800 ha, Shamkir
                                                 800 ha, Goranboy 1200 ha, total – 5000 ha

• Lankaran-Astara -           Jalilabad 800 ha, Masally 1000 ha, Lerik 700 ha, Lankaran
                                                 800 ha, Astara 500 ha, total – 2500 ha

• The lowland forest zone
Including Tugay forests - Aghstafa 800 ha, Gazakh 1600 ha, Tovuz 2000 ha, Yevlakh
                                         800 ha, Aghdash 700 ha, Aghjabadi 1000 ha, Beylagan 800 ha,
                                        Sabirabad 800 ha, Salyan 500 ha, total – 9000 ha

• Nakhchivan AR -             Shahbuz 1000 ha

1.1.2. Implementation period:  2003-2008 years
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1.1.3.   Responsible shareholders:  Forest protection and reclamation establishments.

1.1.4.   Finance resources:  State Fund on Environmental Protection, budget resources, and fund
responsible mainly for forest guarding and reproduction, grants,
donations.

1.1.5.   Executive indicators:  forest fund, labor force, seedling base and protection, supporting
                                              measures of reclamation, means of labor.

Activity 1.2.  Designing and implementation of rehabilitation activities.

1.2.1. Forests rehabilitation areas and regions

Great Caucasus - total 12473 ha
                            Balakan 400 ha, Zagatala 800 ha, Shaki 1035 ha, Gakh 300 ha, Oghuz 300 ha,
                            Gabala 500 ha, Davachi 1770 ha, Siyazan 253 ha, Ismailly 300 ha, Shamakhy
                            480 ha, Khizi 1435 ha, Gobustan 2000 ha, Absheron 1000 ha, Gusar 800 ha,
                            Khachmaz 500 ha, Guba 600 ha;

Lower Caucasus - total 5310 ha
Shamkir 1976 ha, Samukh 565 ha, Gadabay 1045 ha, Khanlar 500 ha, Goranboy
674 ha, Tartar 50 ha, Dashkasan 500 ha, as well as Tugay forests –

                             Shamkir 150 ha;

Nakhchivan AR – total 4000 ha
                              Babak 450 ha, Julfa 840 ha, Ordubad 680 ha, Shahbuz 1275 ha,
                              Sharur 755 ha;

Lankaran-Astara – total 2419 ha
                               Jalilabad 1232 ha, Masally 140 ha, Lerik 419 ha, Lankaran 200 ha, Astara
                              150 ha, Yardymly 278 ha;

Lowland forest areas (inter-mountainous Kur hollow) and Tugay forests – total 20498 ha
                               Aghstafa 829 ha, Gazakh 290 ha, Tovuz 386 ha, Yevlakh 1923 ha, Aghdash
                               Aghdash 2096 ha, Goychai 20 ha, Aghsu 217 ha, Barda 1464 ha, Ujar 300 ha,
                               Ujar 300 ha, Zardab 2274 ha, Kurdamir 348 ha, Hajigabul 750 ha, Aghjabadi
                               2393 ha, Beylagan 650 ha, Imishli 1510 ha, Saatly 930 ha, Sabirabad 690 ha,

       Salyan 1350 ha, Alibayramly 1198 ha, Fuzuli 400 ha, Bilasuvar 150 ha,
        Neftchala 150 ha

Including        Tugai forests – total 8265 ha
Shamkir 150 ha, Yevlakh 1623 ha, Barda 1414 ha, Aghdash 1496 ha, Aghjabadi
2243 ha, Imishli 36 ha, Sabirabad 690 ha, Alibayramly 453 ha

1.2.2. Types of trees and tree nursery.
Oak, beech, ash-tree, maple, hornbeam, poplar tree, plane tree, white beam, nut, pear, apple,
and so on.

1.2.3. Implementation period:  2003-2008
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1.2.4.   Responsible shareholders: Forest protection and rehabilitation facilities of relevant regions.
Plats and trees are deemed to be planted and sowed in 44700 ha of
land during 2003-2008 it is designed that 30400 ha plot of land are allocated from forest
fund land and 14300 ha are allocated non-forest fund land for planting and sowing. Non-
forest fund lands allocated in the valleys of the Kur-Araz rivers, along the water
canals and water reservoirs 14300 ha and 5800 ha length; 4300 ha of forest will be planted
by Ministry of Ecology and Natural Resources of Azerbaijan Republic 1500 ha by
Reclamation and Water Economy Committee. 2200 ha of forests out of 3700 ha along the
highways will be planted by Ministry of Ecology and Natural Resources of Azerbaijan
Republic and 1500 ha by State “Azer-highway” Concern. 300 ha of forests along the
railway are to be planted by State Railway Concern.

1.2.4. Finance resources: Partially budget resources, fund responsible mainly for forest
preservation guarding and reproduction, charitable organizations, grants, donations and
“State Fund on Environmental Protection”.

1.2.6. Executive indicators:  increasing the fertility of existing forest, prevention of soil erosion,
partially meet the demand of the population in wood. Rehabilitation of the forests is deemed
to be carried out through planting different types of cultivated plants and trees in 44700 ha
of forests within 5 years by the implementing shareholders.

Section 2.   Planting of fast growing and wood quality trees in order to protect forest reserves.

Per capita forest reserves, areas and wood indicators are very low in the country. The current
situation of natural and artificial rehabilitation of the forests is not satisfactory either. Traditionally
1,2-1,5 millions m3 of wood has been imported to the country before, now the amount is
dramatically reduced. Annually 200-250 tons of coal was imported to the country, but now the
amount is also reduced. We should note that more than 2000 residential areas should be
rehabilitated and houses should be constructed, furniture should be produced after the liberation of
the occupied land and repatriation of refugees and internally displaced persons to their homes. It is
clear that such factors will have great impact on the forests. It is important to implement projects
on fast growing trees in accordance with Poverty Reduction Policy and Sustainable Development
Concept developed by the Ministry of Ecology and Natural Resources of the Azerbaijan Republic.
This division serves the interest of following issues:

• Protection of natural forests which have water, soil protection and recreation importance

• Creation of relatively cheap wood producing and processing high quality facilities

• Creation of job opportunities for the population and poverty reduction

• Soil protection from erosion

         Fast growing trees have such features that they can be multiplied in small areas and in small
numbers. These types of trees can generate additional profit for the private economy and can be
used as a regulator of soil waters.

Activity 2.1.  Determination types of fast growing trees which have perspectives to be grown in
different regions and identification of tree types.
2.1.1. New territories and regions for growing:
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Great Caucasus – total 1660 ha
                             Balakan 120 ha, Zagatala 150 ha, Gakh 100 ha, Shaki 200 ha, Oghuz 80 ha,
                             Gabala 150 ha, Ismailly 100 ha, Shamakhy 100 ha, Davachi 100 ha, Khizi
                             50 ha, Siyazan 50 ha, Gobustan 50 ha, Absheron 60 ha, Gusar 100 ha, Khachmaz
                             100 ha, Guba 150 ha;

Lower Caucasus – total 550 ha
Shamkir 200 ha, Samukh 50 ha, Gadabay 100 ha, Khanlar 50 ha, Goranboy
                              50 ha, Tartar 50 ha, Dashkasan 50 ha, as well as Tugay forests – Shamkir
                              100 ha;

Nakhchivan AR – total 500 ha
                              Babak 100 ha, Julfa 100 ha, Ordubad 100 ha, Shahbuz 100 ha, Sharur 100 ha;

Lankaran-Astara – total 650 ha
                               Jalilabad 150 ha, Masally 100 ha, Lerik 100 ha, Lankaran 100 ha, Astara
                               100 ha, Yardymly 100 ha;

Lowland forest areas
Including Tugai forests – total 2260 ha
                               Aghstafa 100 ha, Gazakh 60 ha, Tovuz 150 ha, Yevlakh 300 ha, Aghdash
                               350 ha, Goychai 50, Aghsu 50 ha, Barda 300 ha, Ujar 50 ha, Zardab 100 ha,
                               Kurdamir 50 ha, Hajigabul 50 ha, Aghjabadi 350 ha, Beylagan 100 ha, Imishli
                               250 ha, Saatly 50 ha, Sabirabad 150 ha, Salyan 100 ha, Ali Bayramly
                               150 ha, Neftchala 50 ha, Fuzuli 50 ha, Bilasuvar 100 ha, as well as Tugai
                               forests – Neftchala 50 ha, Shamkir 100 ha, Yevlakh 150 ha, Barda 150 ha,

       Aghdash 200 ha, Aghjabadi 200 ha, Imishli 100 ha, Sabirabad
      100 ha, Ali Bayramly 50 ha.

2.1.2. Tree types:  chestnut-leafed oak, chestnut, ash, plane, alder, white acacia (false acacia),
                               Cypress, Eldar pine, poplar, the Crimea pine, linden, Caucasian olive.

2.1.3. Implementation period:  2003-2008

2.1.4. Responsible shareholders: Forest protection and rehabilitation facilities of the relevant
regions.

2.1.5. Finance resources: Mainly budget resources, partially private funds, fund of forest
preservation guarding and reproduction, grants, donations.

2.1.6. Executive indicators:  areas, the number of the personnel to be employed:  6000 persons
           Will be employed for forest planting in 6320 ha areas.

Activity 2.2.   Works regarding the creation of plantation for fast growing trees.

          The work covers the following:
2.2.1.  Areas and regions for planting:
Great Caucasus – total 1660 ha
                             Balakan 120 ha, Zagatala 150 ha, Gakh 100 ha, Shaki 200 ha, Oghuz 80 ha,
                             Gabala 150 ha, Davachi 100 ha, Siyazan 50 ha, Ismailly 100 ha, Shamakhy
                             100 ha, Khizi 50 ha, Gobustan 50 ha, Absheron 60 ha, Gusar 100 ha, Khachmaz
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                             100 ha, Guba 150 ha;
Lower Caucasus – total 550 ha
                              Shamkir 200 ha, Samukh 50 ha, Gadabay 100 ha, Khanlar 50 ha, Goranboy
                              50 ha, Tartar 50 ha, Dashkasan 50 ha, as well as Tugai forests – Shamkir
                             100 ha;
Nakhcivan AR – total 500 ha
                               Babak 100 ha, Julfa 100 ha, Ordubad 100 ha, Shahbuz 100 ha, Sharur 100 ha;
Lankaran-Astara – total 650 ha
                               Jalilabad 150 ha, Masally 100 ha, Lerik 100 ha, Astara 100 ha, Lankaran
                               100 ha, Yardymly 100 ha;
Lowland forest zones – total 2960 ha
                               Aghstafa 100 ha, Gazakh 60 ha, Tovuz 150 ha, Yevlakh 300 ha, Aghdash
                               350 ha, Goychai 50 ha, Aghsu 50 ha, Barda 200 ha, Ujar 50 ha, Zardab 100
                               ha, Kurdamir 50 ha, Hajigabul 50 ha, Aghjabadi 150 ha, Beylagan 100 ha,
                               Imishli 250 ha, Saatly 50 ha, Sabirabad 150 ha, Salyan 100 ha, Ali Bayramly
                               150 ha, Fuzuli 50 ha, Bilasuvar 100 ha, Neftchala 50ha;
As well Tugai forests – total 1000 ha
Yevlakh 150 ha, Barda 150 ha, Aghdash 200 ha, Aghjabadi 200 ha, Imishli
                               100 ha, Sabirabad 100 ha, Ali Bayramly 50 ha, Neftchala 50 ha.

2.2.2. Types of trees and tree nursery.

The Great Caucasus:

- in mountains and mountain foots – ash tree, Caucasian persimmon, white acacia, catalpa, poplars;
- in lower areas – poplars, white acacia, catalpa, gletsia, gigantic maple, horse-chestnut, Eastern
plane.

Lower Caucasus:

- in mountains and mountain foots – ash tee, Caucasian persimmon, white acacia, poplars, catalpa;
- in lower areas – mulberry tree, Caucasian elm, poplars, gletsia, gigantic maple, catalpa, white
acacia, willow.

Nakhchivan AR:

-  maple, mulberry, white acacia, willow, poplars.

Lankaran-Astara:

-  chestnut-leafed oak, gigantic maple, Caucasian persimmon, linden, poplars, alder-tree.

Lowland forest zone, as well as Tugai forests:

- Caucasian olive, mulberry tree, poplars, tamariks, indigo bush, maklura, whit acacia, gletsia,
Eastern plane (cypress).

2.2.3. Implementation period: 2003-2008

2.2.4. Responsible shareholders:  Forest protection and rehabilitation facilities.
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2.2.5. Finance resources: partial budget resources, mainly private money, fund of forest
preservation guarding and reproduction, grants, donations and State Fund on Environmental
Protection.

2.2.6. Executive indicators: areas, volume of wood, number of employment opportunities, etc.

Biological diversity, productivity of ecosystem, land protection, etc.

Activity.     Implementation of activities related to the creation of plantation for fast growing
trees.

Table 1.
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# Areas &
regions

Area
(ha)

Types of
trees &
tree
nursery

Implem
entation
duratio
n

Respon
sible
Shareh
olders

Budget
&
finance
resourc
es

Implementi
ng
shareholde
rs and
other
programs
(Poverty
reduction,
employme
nt, farming
economy
developme
nt, etc.)

Execu
tive
indica
tors,
areas,
numb
er of
the
new
job
opport
unities

1 Great
Caucasus

1660

Balakan
Zagatala
Gakh
Shaki
Oghuz
Gabala
Davachi
Siyazan
Ismailly
Shamakhy
Khizi
Gobustan
Absheron
Gusar
Khachmaz
Guba

120
150
100
200
80
150
100
50
100
100
50
50
60
100
100
150

In
mountain
s and
mountain
foods:
ash,
Caucasia
n
persimm
on, white
acacia,
catalpa,
poplars
In low
areas:
poplars,
white
acacia,
catalpa,
gletsia,
gigantic
maple,
Eastern
plane,
horse-
chestnut

2003-
2008

Forest
protecti
on and
rehabili
tation
facilitie
s

Budget
resourc
es,
private
money,
fund of
forest
preserv
ation
guardin
g and
reprodu
ction
donatio
ns

       // -//     // -//
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2 Lower
Caucasus

550

Shamkir
Samukh
Gadabay
Khanlar
Goranboy
Tartar
Dashkasan
As well as
Tugai
forests -
Shamkir

200
50
100
50
50
50
50

100

In
mountains
and
mountain
foots: ash-
tree,
Caucasian
persimmon,
poplars,
Catalpa,
white
acacia;
In lower
areas:
mulberry,
Caucasian
elm,
poplars,
gletsia,
gigantic
maple,
catalpa,
white
acacia,
willow

   //-//          //-
// //-// //-// //-//

3 Nakhchivan
AR

500

Babak
Julfa
Ordubad
Shahbuz
Sharur

100
100
100
100
100

Maple,
mulberry,
willow,
white
acacia,
poplars.

    //-//        //-//
//-// //-// //-//

4 Lankaran-
Astara

650

Jalilabad
Masally
Lerik
Lankaran
Astara
Yardymly

150
100
100
100
100
100

Chestnut-
leaved oak,
gigantic
maple,
Caucasian
persimmon,
linden,
Poplars,
……., alder

    //-//        //-//
//-// //-// //-//

5 Lowland
forest zone

2960

Aghstafa
Gazakh
Tovuz
Yevlakh
Aghdash
Goychai
Aghsu
Barda
Ujar
Zardab
Kurdamir
Imishli

100
60
150
300
350
50
50
300
50
100
50
250

Caucasian
olive,
mulberry,
Caucasian
elm,
poplars,
tamariks,
indigo bush,
maklura,
white
acacia,
gletsia
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Saatly
Aghjabadi
Neftchala
Beylagan
Salyan
Sabirabad
Fuzuli
Ali Bayramly
Bilasuvar
As well as
Tugai forests:
Yevlakh
Barda
Aghdash
Aghjabadi
Imishli
Sabirabad
Ali Bayramly
Neftchala

50
350
50
100
100
150
50
150
100

1000
150
150
200
200
100
100
50
50

Tamariks,
Caucasian olive,
mulberry,
Caucasian elm,
indigo bush,
maklura, white
acacia, gletsia,
Eastern plane,
poplars.

     //-//          //-//
//-
//

         //-
//

         //-//

Total 7320

Activity 2.3.  Creation of wood processing facility and wastes recycling.

2.3.1. Areas and regions for planting.

Great Caucasus – Balakan, Zagatala, Gakh, Shaki, Oghuz, Gabala, Davachi,
                             Siyazan, Ismailly, Shamakhy, Khizi, Gobustan, Absheron,
                             Gusar, Khachmaz, Guba.

Lower Caucasus – Shamkir, Samukh, Gadabay, Khanlar, Goranboy, Tartar,
                              Dashkasan.

Nakhchivan AR – Babak, Julfa, Ordubad, Shahbuz, Sharur.

Lankaran-Astara – Jalilabad, Masally, Lerik, Lankaran, Astara, Yardymly.

Lowland areas - Aghstafa, Gazakh, Tovuz, Yevlakh, Aghdash, Goychai,
                              Aghsu, Barda, Ujar, Zardab, Kurdamir, Hajigabul, Aghjabadi,
                              Sabirabad, Ali Bayramly, Fuzuli, Bilasuvar, Neftchala, Beylagan,
                              Imishli, Saatly, Salyan.

As well as Tugai forests – Shamkir, Yevlakh, Barda, Aghdash, Aghjabadi, Imishli,
                                           Sabirabad, Ali Bayramly.

2.3.2. Types of trees and tree nursery.

Great Caucasus – ash tree, Caucasian persimmon, poplar trees, white acacia, Eastern plane,
                             Catalpa, gletsia, gigantic maple;
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Lower Caucasus – poplar trees, ash-tree, Caucasian persimmon, white acacia, gletsia,
                               gigantic maple;

Nakhchivan AR – white acacia, maple, poplar trees;

Lankaran-Astara – poplar trees, pterakaria, alder-tree, chestnut-leaved oak, gigantic
                              maple, Caucasian persimmon;

Lowland forest areas,
As well as Tugai forest – Caucasian olive, mulberry, poplar trees, pomegranate,
                               Caucasian elm, indigo bush, tamariks, white acacia, gletsia, maklura.

2.3.3. Implementation period:  2003-2008

2.3.4.   Responsible shareholders: Forest protection and rehabilitation facilities of the relevant
                                                regions.
2.3.5 Finance resources:  Mainly budget resources, partially private money, fund of forest
                                            preservation guarding and reproduction, grants, donations.

2.3.6.   Executive indicators: areas, wood volume, number of the job opportunities: 6 wood
                                               processing shops, 3000 cubic meters of wood for use, 120
                                               persons be employed.

It is deemed that national program will be designed and implemented in the 20% of Azerbaijan
territories, which is to be liberated from Armenian occupation.

Activity:   Creation of wood processing facilities and wastes recycling.

Table 2
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2 Lower
Caucasus
Shamkir
Samukh
Gadabay
Khanlar
Goranboy
Tartar
Dashkasan

Ash-tree,
Caucasian
Persimmon,
White
acacia,
Gletsia,
Poplar,
Gigantic
maple

15-20
years

15-20
6-7
6-8
6-7
10-15

    //-//          //-//               //-//          //-
//

3 Nakhchiva
n AR
Babak
Julfa
Ordubad
Shahbuz
Sharur

Poplars,
Gigantic
maple,
White
acacia,

8-10 years
10-15
6-8     //-//        //-//                //-

//

# Areas &
regions

Tree types
&
tree nursery

Implement
ation
period

Respons
ible
Sharehol
ders

    Budget
finance

Implementi
ng
shareholders
and other
programs
(Poverty
reduction,
employment
, farming
economy
developmen
t, etc.)

Executiv
e
indicator
s, areas,
number
of the
new job
opportu
nities

1
Great
Caucasus
Balakan
Zagatala
Gakh
Shaki
Oghuz
Gabala
Davachi
Siyazan
Ismailly
Shamakhy
Khizi
Gobustan
Absheron
Gusar
Khachmaz
Guba

Ash tree
Caucasian
Persimmon,
Poplar tree,
White
acacia,
Eastern
plane,
Catalpa,
Gletsia,
Gigantic
maple

15-20
years

15-20
15-20
 6-7
 15-20
 5-8
 6-8
10-15

Forest
protectio
n and
rehabilit
ation
facilities

Budget
resources,
private
money, fund
of forest
preservation
guarding
and
reproductio
n donations

Organizatio
n of poultry
farming
economy,
storing
herbs,
mushrooms
types, wild
fruit and
berry;
Developme
nt of bee
keeping,
carpet-
making,
fishery

       // -//
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Sadarak
4 Lankaran-

Astara
Jalilabad
Masally
Lerik
Lankaran
Astara
Yardymly

Poplars,
…
alder,
Caucasian
persimmon

5-7 years
8-10
8-10

15-20

     //-//          //-//              //-//

5 Lowland
forest
areas
along of
the bank
river Kur
Aghstafa
Gazakh
Tovuz
Yevlakh
Aghdash
Goychai
Aghsu
Barda
Ujar
Zardab
Kurdamir
Hajigabul
Aghjabadi
Beylagan
Imishli
Saatly
Sabirabad
Salyan
Ali
Bayramly
Fuzuli
Bilasuvar
Neftchala

Caucasian
olive
Mulberry
Poplars
Pomegranat
e
Caucasian
elm,
Indigo bush
Tamariks
White
acacia
Gletsia
maklura

5-7 years
8-10
5-7
5-7
8-10
10-12
5-8
7-8
7-8
6-8

     //-//       //-//               //-//

6 As well as
Tugai
forests
Shamkir
Yevlakh
Barda
Aghdash
Aghjabadi
Imishli
Sabirabad
Ali
Bayramly

         //-//        //-//     //-//         //-//          //-//
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Section 3.   Planting of New Forest-Gardens (including utilization of plants of economically
feasible).

Activity 3.1.  Identification of the Perspective areas for the planting of new forest gardens.

The climate, soil condition of the country is very helpful for planting of the forest gardens on the
base of organic agriculture and growing there olive, nut-fruits and other trees. Planting of such kind
of forest gardens may be useful for manufacturing of food and industry products and create new
job opportunity.

3.1.1. Areas and regions for planting.

Great Caucasus – Balakan 200 ha, Zagatala 250 ha, Gakh 150 ha, Shaki 250 ha, Oghuz 150 ha,
                             Gabala 250 ha, Ismailly 150 ha, Shamakhy 100 ha, Davachi 50 ha, Guba 250
                             ha, Gusar 150 ha, Khachmaz 150 ha, Khyrdalan 50 ha,   total – 2150 ha;

Lower Caucasus – Gadabay 50 ha, Khanlar 30 ha, Dashkasan 20 ha, Goranboy 50 ha, Shamkir
                             50 ha, Samukh 30 ha,  total – 230 ha;

Nakhchivan AR – Shahbuz, Ordubad, Sharur, Julfa, Babak, total – 100 ha;

Lankaran-Astara – Lerik 50 ha, Lankaran 100 ha, Astara 50 ha, Yardymly 30 ha, Jalilabad 50 ha,
                              Masally 40 ha, total – 320 ha;

Lowland forest zone, as well as Tugai forests:
Aghstafa, 100 ha, Gazakh 60 ha, Tovuz 150 ha, Yevlakh 100 ha, Aghdash 100
ha, Barda 150 ha, Aghjabadi 200 ha, Beylagan 150 ha, Sabirabad 100 ha, Salyan
40 ha,
Total 1150 ha.

3.1.2. Types of trees and nursery of trees.

Great Caucasus – nut-fruit – walnut, hazel-nut, chestnut;
2150 ha                seedy-fruits – apple, pear, medlar;
                            stone-fruits – cornel, myrobalan plum, cherry, sloe;
                            berries – buckthorn, currant, raspberry, etc.

Lower Caucasus – nut-fruit – walnut, hazelnut;
   230 ha                 seedy-fruits – apple, pear, medlar;
                              stone-fruits – cornel, alycha, cherry, sloe;
                               berries – buckthorn, currant, raspberry, etc.

Nakhchivan AR – nut-fruits – walnut, almond;
    100 ha               seedy-fruits – apple, pear, medlar, white-beam;
                              stone-fruits – cornel, alycha, cherry, sloe, apricot, peach;
                              berries – buckthorn, currant, raspberry, etc.

Lankaran-Astara – nut-fruits – walnut, almond, hazel-nut, chestnut;
    320 ha                 seedy-fruits – apple, pear, medlar;
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                               stone-fruits – cornel, alycha, cherry, sloe;
                                berries – buckthorn, currant, raspberry, gooseberry, etc.
                               subtropical fruits – persimmon, fig, pomegranate, lemon,
                                                              feijoa, tangerine, kiwi, orange.
Lowland forest zone – nut-fruits – walnut, almond, hazelnut, and pistachio;
      1150 ha                  seedy-fruits – apple, pear, medlar, quince;
                                    stone-fruits – cornel, alycha, cherry, sloe, plum, apricot, peach;
                                     berries – strawberry, currant, raspberry, etc.;
                                     subtropical fruit – persimmon, fig, pomegranate, and olive.

Creation of appropriate nursery in the areas and regions in order to plant forest gardens with
foregoing types of fruits.

3.1.3. Implementation period:  2003-2008

3.1.4. Responsible shareholders:  Forest protection and rehabilitation facilities.

3.1.5. Finance resources: budget resources, private money, grants and donations.

3.1.6. Executive indicators:  protection of biological landscape diversity, rehabilitation and
renovation of processing facilities, creation of job opportunities and
abundance of food-staff and increasing of population welfare.

Section 4.   Forest and greenery planting in the non-forest fund land.

4.1.1.  Areas to be surveyed:

• 4500 ha of area along the Caspian Sea shore –
Proposed types of trees: Eldar pine, Caucasian olive, mulberry, tamariks, white-leafed
poplar, willow

• 3700 ha of area along the highway which has international and local importance

• 300 ha of land areas along the railways –
Proposed types of trees: poplar tees, Eldar pine, Eastern Plane, chestnut-leafed ok, wall-nut,
Caucasian olive, mulberry, pear, ash-tree, maple, linden, cypress.

• 5800 ha of land in the valley of Kur-Araz rivers along of canals and water reservoirs –
Proposed types of trees: white-leafed poplar, chestnut leafed oak, willow, Caucasian olive,
ash tree, white acacia, Eldar pine.

4.1.2.  Implementation period: 2003-2008.

4.1.3.  Responsible shareholders: Forest protection and rehabilitation facilities, State Land and
Mapping Committee of Azerbaijan Republic, “Azerhighway” State Concern, State Railway Traffic
of Azerbaijan Republic, Reclamation and Water Economy Committee of Azerbaijan Republic,
Executive committee of the regions Absheron, Khachmaz, Siyazan, Astara, Gobustan, Shamakhy,
Aghdash, Goychai, Aghdash, Yevlakh, Goranboy, Shamkir, Tovuz, Gazakh, Aghstafa, Shaki,
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Sabirabad, Beylagan, Aghjabadi, Barda, Tartar, Kurdamir, Zardab, Ujar, Aghdam, Jalilabad,
Bilasuvar, Fuzuli, Masally.

4.1.4.  Executive indicators: Area of the planted forest and the greenery.

Section 5.  Organization of rational use of restored forest resource (fruits, herbs etc.).

Azerbaijan forests have great biological resources of wild fruits, berries, mushrooms and
herbs that could be as food products. In forests nut fruits such as: walnut, hazelnut, chestnut, beech;
seedy fruits as: apple, pear, quince, hawthorn, medlar; stone fruits as: myrobalan plum, Caucasian
persimmon, sloe (blackthorn), cherry; berries as blackberry, raspberry, currant, bilberry are spread
over.

In the Southern hang of the Great Caucasus and in the foothill forests of the Lower
Caucasus, edible mushrooms are spread around in vast habitats. Such types of mushrooms as slime
fungus, champignon, sep, fairy-ring champignon, common morel etc. are more over spread.

More than 80 types of wild herbs grow in Azerbaijan territory, so 25 of them are used in
folk medicine. We can mention tea buckthorn, hawthorn, dog rose, savory, St. John’s wort and
other herbs.

It is necessary to use these wild fruits, berries and mushrooms on condition that their
biological resources shall not be damaged.

In connection with the rational use of biological resources restored in the forests the
following activities are anticipated:

5.1.1. Cultivation areas and regions.

Great Caucasus: Balakan, Zagatala, Gakh, Shaki, Oghuz, Gabala, Ismailly, Shamakhy, Gobustan,
Absheron, Khizi, Siyazan, Davachi, Gusar, Guba, and Khachmaz.

Lower Caucasus: Shamkir, Samukh, Gadabay, Khanlar, Goranboy, Tartar, and Dashkasan.

Nakhchivan AR:  Babak, Julfa, Ordubad, Sharur, Shahbuz.

Lankaran-Astara:  Jalilabad, Masally, Lerik, Lankaran, Astara, and Yardymly.

     Lowland forest areas including “Tugai” forests: Aghstafa, Gazakh, Tovuz, Yevlakh, Aghdash,
Goychai, Aghsu, Barda, Ujar, Zardab, Kurdamir, Hajigabul, Aghjabadi, Beylagan, Imishli, Saatly,
Sabirabad, Salyan, Ali Bayramly, Fuzuli, Bilasuvar, Neftchala.

            Activity 5.1.   Definition of resources according to the areas.

    Table 3
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# Areas &
regions

Crop &
Weight

Impleme
ntation
period

Responsible
shareholders

Budget
&
Finance
sources

Implementing
shareholders
and other
programs
(Poverty
reduction,
employment,
farming
economy
development,
etc.)

Executive
indicators

1 Great
Caucasus
Balakan,
Zagatala,
Gakh,
Shaki,
Oghuz,
Gabala,
Ismailly,
Shamakhy
,
Gobustan,
Absheron,
Khizi,
Siyazan,
Davachi,
Gusar,
Guba,
Khachmaz

Nut
fruits
300
tons,
seedy
and
stone
fruits,
berries
&
subtropi
cal
fruits -
2200
tons.

Total-
2500
tons
Herbs -
4,5 tons
( in dry
weight)

Constant
ly
every
year

Forest
protection
and
rehabilitatio
n facilities

Budget
money,
special
means,
fund of
reservati
on and
re-
producti
on
of forest
donation
& grants

To open new
working
places in
connection
with harvest
& treatment
of wild
fruits, herbs &
mushrooms in
forest fund &
develop farms

To protect
biological
and
landscape
variety,
preserve
productivity
of
ecological
system, to
start
working of
fruit
treatment
shops and
fruit drying
apparatus,
to breed fish
in lakes of
forest fund
lands.

2 Lower
Caucasus
Shamkir
Samukh
Gadabay
Khanlar
Goranboy
Tartar
Dashkasan

Nut
fruits –
60 tons,
seedy
and
stone
fruits,
berries
and,
subtropi
cal fruits
– 1440

Constant
ly (every
year)

Forest
protection
and
rehabilitatio
n facilities

Budget
sums,
special
money,
fund of
reservati
on and
reproduc
tion of
forests,
donation
and

To open new
working
places in
connection
with harvest
and treatment
of wild fruits,
herbs and
mushrooms in
forest fund
and develop
farm economy

To protect
biological
and
landscape
variety,
preserve
productivity
of
ecological
system, to
start
working of
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tons.
Total –
1500
tons.
Herbs 3
tons
(in dry
weight)

grants fruit-
treatment
shops and
fruit-drying
apparatus,
to breed fish
in lakes of
forest fund
lands.

3 Nakhchiva
n AR
Babak
Julfa
Ordubad
Sharur
Shahbuz
Sadarak

Seedy,
stone
fruits
and
berries –
15 tons.
Total-15
tons
Herbs
(in dry
weight)

 //-//       //-//     //-//              //-//
//-//

4 Lankaran-
Astara
Jalilabad
Masally
Lerik
Lankaran
Astara
Yardymly

Nut
fruits –
100
tons,
stone,
seedy
fruits
and
berries
and
subtropi
cal fruits
1100
tons.
Total –
1200
tons.
Herbs
(in dry
weight)

  //-//       //-//     //-//              //-//
//-//

5 Lowland
forest
areas
(including
Tugai
forests)
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Aghstafa
Gazakh
Tovuz
Yevlakh
Aghdash
Goychai
Aghsu
Barda
Ujar
Zardab
Kurdamir
Hajigabul
Aghjabadi
Beylagan
Imishli
Saatly
Sabirabad
Salyan
Ali
Bayramly
Fuzuli
Bilasuvar
Neftchala

Nut
fruits –
120
tons,
seedy,
stone-
fruits,
berries
and
subtropi
cal fruits
– 880
tons.
Total –
1000
tons.
Herbs –
0,5 tons
(in dry
weight)

  //-//        //-//    //-//                //-//
//-//

Activity 5.2.    Stocking up of useful plant crops

5.2.1. Harvest and its score:

Great Caucasus – nut fruits 300 tons, seedy and stone fruits, berries, subtropical fruits – 2200 tons.
Altogether: 2500 tons, herbs – 4,5 tons (in dry weight)

Lower Caucasus – nut fruits 60 tons, seedy and stone fruits, berries and subtropical fruits 1440
tons.
Altogether: 1500 tons, herbs – 3 tons (in dry weight)

Nakhchivan AR -  seedy, stone fruits and berries – 15 tons.
Altogether: 15 tons, herbs – 0,5 tons (in dry weight)

Lankaran-Astara – nut fruits 100 tons, seedy and stone fruits, berries and subtropical fruits – 1100
tons.
Altogether: 1200 tons, herbs – 1,5 tons (in dry weight)

Lowland forests, including Tugai forests – nut fruits- 120 tons, seedy, stone fruits, berries and
subtropical fruits- 880 tons.
Altogether: 1000 tons, herbs- 0,5 tons (in dry weight)

5.2.2. Implementation period -  continuously (annually)

5.2.3. Responsible shareholders - forest guarding and restoration institution.
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5.2.4.   Finance sources - budget sums, special money, fund of reservation and re-production, of
forests, donations and grants.

5.2.5. Performance indicators - to protect biological and landscape variety, preserve  productivity
of ecological system, to start working of fruit-treatment shops and fruit drying apparatus, to
breed fish in lakes of forest fund lands.

Sector 6.    To found employment fields not connected with the forest fund in settlements
having forest areas within their territories.

           Increase of influences to the forests is frequently connected with the shortage of
employment and income sources of the people in the settlements situated within the territories of
those forests.
          2300 from 238 districts and 4047 villages in Azerbaijan are directly situated in the fields
adjoining with the forests. Because of deficiency of energy, a few employment and income
sources, insufficiency. Of verdure around villages, development of private stockbreeding and other
reason, anthropogenic influence has substantially increased.

Activity 6.1.  Logging of economic situation in settlements situated within the territories of
forests, including manpower, energy provision, etc.

Great Caucasus (regions):  Balakan, Zagatala, Gakh, Shaki, Oghuz, Gabala, Ismailly,
                                           Shamakhy, Davachi, Guba, Gusar.

Lower Caucasus (regions):  Gazakh, Tovuz, Shamkir, Gadabay, Dashkasan, Khanlar,
                                            Goranboy.

Lankaran-Astara (regions):  Astara, Lankaran, Lerik, Masally, Yardymly, and Jalilabad.

Lowland (regions):  Aghstafa, Yevlakh, Barda, Aghdash, Aghjabadi, Beylagan, Sabirabad,
                                Salyan.

Activity 6.2.  Definition and fulfilling of economic activity directions for every settlement not
connected with forest.

Works to be done:  stock-breeding, wearing, fruit storing and treatment, gardening, bee-keeping,
                               poultry, farming.

6.2.1. Implementation period: 2003-2008

6.2.2. Responsible shareholders: Forest guarding and restoration institution.

6.2.3. Finance sources: small grants, donation.

6.2.4. Performance indicators: improving ecological situation of the territory, reducing of
anthropogenic impact pressing to the forests, improving the situation of forests, organizing
the new working places.
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Section 7.   Definition and use of forests with recreational importance.

          Azerbaijan forests have rich opportunities for development of recreation and tourism
activities. From this viewpoint, Talysh forests, some parts of the Great and Lower Caucasus which
are rich with endemic plants, are appropriate for ecological tourism, foothills and lowland forests
are appropriate for recreation. Although general coverage of the cities in the Republic consists of
0,5 % of the lands, 4,5 million or 56% of the population are settled there.
         Organization of population’s leisure time is closely connected with ecological problems, and
partly with the forests and their effective and rational use. From this point of view rich endemic
planted Talysh forests, some parts of the Great and Lower Caucasus, Lankaran, Astara, Guba,
Yalama, Shamakhy, Ismailly, Shaki, Zagatala, Ganja, Khanlar areas, are good for ecological
tourism, foothills, mountain and lowland forests are acceptable for recreation. It is necessary to
create national parks to promote development of tourism and recreational activities.
        Industrial establishments can function within the territory of national parks on the condition
that reserves, prohibited areas, hunting farms, cultural monuments shall not be polluted and
damaged. It is also necessary to organize centers on restoring of plant types.
       Currently it is planed to create another National Park - Shahdagh National Park, surrounding
regions of Gusar, Guba, Davachi, Khachmaz, Ismailly, and Shamakhy, which shall cover
ultimately 100 thousand hectares. Together with buffer zone 500 thousand people are settled in this
territory. Formation of the other National Park on the base is long-term project. The use of forests
in the territory of National parks, building of highways and different communications are regulated
by the relevant legislation. The following activities are anticipated within this Section:

Activity 7.1.   Identification  of perspective forest areas in the aspect of ecological tourism.

7.1.1. Great Caucasus:  Davachi, Khizi, Guba, Gusar, Khachmaz, Shamakhy, Ismailly, Gabala,
Oghuz, Shaki, Gakh, Zagatala, Balakan;

Lower Caucasus:  Khanlar, Dashkasan, Gadabay, Tovuz, Naftalan;

Lankaran-Astara:  Masally, Lankaran, Astara, Lerik, Yardymly;

Nakhchivan AR:  Shahbuz (Batabat)

7.1.2. Classification of the area (from ecological, economic and ethnic-cultural viewpoint).
               There are more than 4500 noble plant types in the territory of Azerbaijan. More than 200
of them are endemic. Famous “Eldar” pine tree is not found anywhere, except in Azerbaijan.
Foothills are covered for about 600-700 meters with broad-leaved tree types such as, oak, beech,
hornbeam, maple and ash-tree.
           In Lankaran zone broad-leaved mountain forests are rather fascinating. From relict tree sorts
– silky acacia, iron trees, chestnut-leafed oak, elm zelkova grow here.
           In the Great Caucasus zone fruit growing, vegetable growing, vine-growing, wine-making,
gardening, tobacco-cultivation, silk-worm-breeding and stockbreeding are developed.
           In Lower Caucasus farming, gardening, winemaking, light and food industry and
stockbreeding can be mentioned. In Nakhchivan grain growing, vine growing, fruit growing, food
(mineral water filling) and mining industry are developed. In Lankaran zone humid, subtropical
plants (such as tea, citrus), fast-riping vegetable growing, vegetable conserving and fishing
industry are developed.
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           Azerbaijan is one of the most interesting countries for its ethnic-cultural aspect and has great
perspectives for tourism.

Activity 7.2.   Development of recreational forest areas.

7.2.1. Implementation period: 2003-2008.

7.2.2.   Responsible shareholders: forest guarding and restoration institutions, State Committee of
            Soil and Mapping.
7.2.3. Finance sources: grants, donations, budget sums, funds.

7.2.4.   Performance indicators: providing employment opportunities in territories with the helping
to the development in foreign Eco-tourism to provide the local people with employment
opportunities.

Sector 8.   Cooperation with the local communities and non-governmental organizations.

             Successful implementation of the program depends on the local people and their
cooperation with the local and non-governmental organizations. From this point of view
development of special activities is anticipated for establishment and development of such
relationships.

Activity 8.1.  Organizing in connection with forest program in local communities.

Organization of voluntary bodies as friends of nature, amateur foresters and gardener in secondary,
professional and high schools and educational institutions together with the local communities and
intelligentsia.

8.1.1. Working out and fulfillment of activity plans will the local communities, organizations and
non-governmental organizations.

8.1.2. Joint activity with the intellectual bodies, students and the youth.

Activity 8.2. Involvement of non-governmental organizations into the implementation of forest
programs on the local and national levels.
Implementation of the forest programs and its management in local municipality councils with
regard to distribution of duties among the members of the council, involvement of the people into
the fulfillment of this program should become a part of their activity. In implementation of the
forest programs, capacity of private farms, functioning within the territories, as well as of
individual amateurs, companies, and separate businessmen must be used.

8.1.3. Implementation period:  2003-2008

8.1.4. Responsible shareholders: Forest guarding and restoration institutions, local executive
powers.

8.1.5. Finance sources: budget sums, special money, grants, donations.
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8.1.6. Performance indicators: To intensify promotion of the environmental protection, as well as
forests and nature and its importance among the local people, to achieve the regulation of
joint work of local communities, state and non-governmental organizations.

Sector 9.   Cooperation with international organization.

Restoration, enlarging and rational use of forests anticipate the mobilization of logistics and
intellectual potential both on national and in international levels. For putting this into practice the
following activities are intended:

Activity 9.1.  Participation in international programs directed to protection of the environment,
including forests and variety.

This line includes protection of nature, cooperation with all of the international agencies working
in the area of sustainable development, including UNO, World Bank, European Bank of
Reconstruction and Development, appropriate funds.

9.1.2. Implementation period: 2002-2007

9.1.3. Responsible executor: Ministry of Ecology and Natural Resources.

9.1.4. Finance sources: Allocations and budget money.

Activity 9.2.  Regional cooperation in protection of forests.

9.2.1. Regional cooperation.

Lankaran-Astara: Cooperation with Iran Islam Republic

Great Caucasus:  Cooperation with Russia an Georgia

Lower Caucasus:  Cooperation with Iran Islam Republic and Turkey.

9.2.2. Implementation period: 2003-2008

9.2.3. Executive indicators: Number of regional contracts and programs.

Activity 9.3.  Cooperation on forestry and selection, agricultural engineering, processing
technology of forest trees and achievement in other new areas.

Sector 10.    Education and promotion.

  For successful implementation of program appropriate educational and promotional activities are
anticipated.

10.1.1. Areas to be subject to of education and promotion:

Cities: Baku, Sumgait, Ganja, and Mingachevir.
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Great Caucasus:  Balakan, Zagatala, Gakh, Shaki, Oghuz, Gabala, Ismailly, Shamakhy, Gobustan,
Absheron, Khizi, Siyazan, Davachi, Gusar, Guba, Khachmaz;

Lower Caucasus: Shamkir, Samukh, Gadabay, Khanlar, Goranboy, Tartar, and Dashkasan;

Nakhchivan AR:  Babak, Julfa, Ordubad, Sharur, Shahbuz, Sadarak;

Lankaran-Astara:  Jalilabad, Masally, Lerik, Lankaran, Astara;

Lowland forest areas:  Aghstafa, Gazakh, Tovuz, Yevlakh, Aghdash, Goychai, Aghsu, Barda, Ujar,
Zardab, Kurdamir, Hajigabul, Aghjabadi, Beylagan, Imishli, Saatly, Sabirabad, Salyan, Ali
Bayramly, Fuzuli, Bilasuvar, Neftchala.

10.1.2. Implementation period: constant

10.1.3. Responsible shareholders: Ministry of Ecology and Natural Resources of Azerbaijan
Republic, Ministry of Education of Azerbaijan Republic and
educational institutions under its subordination, local administrations
of the Ministry of Youth, Sport and Tourism of Azerbaijan
Republic, local executive powers, forest guarding and restoration
institutions.

10.1.4. Budget and finance: budget money, grants and donations.

10.1.5. Performance indicators: Protection, promotion and teaching of forests education must start
from the family, kinder-garden, primary school and continue in high schools, institutions,
preparation of educational materials (textbooks, visual aids stands, photomontages, etc.),
giving lectures, periodic organization of seminars, increasing the standard of knowledge of
specialists, organizing courses to familiarize them with the new achievements of science,
improvement of nature lovers circles and centers programs, organizing of school foresters
in ecological education of the young generation, establishing nature lovers circles and
centers, teaching science of forestry and nature guarding, will be conducted by professional
specialists closely connected with the forestry.


